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October 2, 190S 1674 

Death rate of Berlin. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended August 29 was some- 
what higher than that of the foregoing week, amounting, calculated 
upon the year, to 17 per thousand of the population, this being con- 
siderably higher than the rate for the corresponding week of last year, 
in which it amounted to only 14. -1 per thousand. 

Of the large German cities two-thirds showed less favorable figures 
than Berlin, the following towns having considerably higher death 
rates, namely: Dresden, Munich, Karlsruhe, Cologne, Aix laChapelle, 
Nuremberg, Strassburg, Leipsic, Brunswick, Dusseldorf, Breslau, and 
Konigsberg: also Paris. The following towns had a lower rate of mor- 
tality than Berlin, viz: Stuttgart, Hamburg, Bremen, Kiel, Hanover, 
Schoneberg (with 14.7 per thousand), Charlottenburg (with 14 per 
thousand); also London and Vienna. 

Acute diseases of the intestines claimed 191 victims, and 78 persons 
died of cholerine. As compared with the foregoing week there was a 
slight decrease in the number of deaths from acute diseases of the 
respiratory organs, which claimed 33 victims. Sixty-one persons died 
of phthisis pulmonalis, and 43 persons succumbed to cancer. Further, 
there were registered 2 deaths from diphtheria and 2 deaths from 
measles. Five persons died from scarlet fever and 16 persons suc- 
cumbed to typhus. Finally, 9 persons died by violence. 

New museum of tuherculosis at Berlin. 

The tuberculosis museum recently opened in Berlin is intended to 
be a popular object lesson and to represent one of the means for 
enlightening the people as to the nature of tuberculosis. The great 
value of such knowledge on the part of the people has onty recently 
come to be fully understood. Formerly physicians were shy of dis- 
cussing medical questions before laymen, but now that it is seen how 
potent popular knowledge with regard to infectious diseases is in pre- 
venting such diseases, opinion has completely changed on that point. 
In the case of tuberculosis especially is this true, as the disease 
extends over many years thereby necessitating a prolonged continu- 
ance of preventive measures, such as disinfection of the patient's linen, 
removal of expectoration, etc. Preventive measures can not be effect- 
ively obtained by mere police regulations. The people themselves 
must lend their assistance, and this presupposes a right understanding 
on their part of the nature and aim of such measures. Laymen will 
learn, too, to understand to some extent what an immense amount of 
intellectual labor has been bestowed upon research in this field before 
the present knowledge was reached. 

After the history of tuberculosis comes a second department dealing 
with its prevalence in different countries; here statistical tables con- 
cerning its death-rate in Prussia, England, Germany, Argentine, etc., 
are given. 

Another department deals with the cause of tuberculosis. For the 
prevention of the disease it is of fundamental importance that people 
should have a clear idea of its infectious nature. For this reason a 
special department has been devoted to the tuberculosis bacillus, so 



